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ADMINISTRATION OF JIMMY CARTER 


Week Ending Friday, May 23, 1980 


New England Tribute to Hubert 
H. Humphrey 


Remarks by Telephone to the Dinner in 
Worcester, Massachusetts. May 18, 1980 


Fritz, much, and 


Muriel, it’s a pleasure to be speaking to 


thank you very 
all of you and particularly the friends of 
Hubert Humphrey who are assembled 
there. 

I want to join you in the spirit of this 
evening and in your support of the 
Hubert Humphrey Institute of Public 
Affairs. Few things would please him 
more than knowing that all of us are help- 
ing young people to continue their educa- 
tion and to become better prepared to 
serve society as Hubert himself served all 
of us in the American and world society. 
We'll carry on Hubert’s work this way, 
and there is no higher honor we can be- 
stow on a friend who gave so generously 
of himself. 

Fritz and Muriel, as you know, shortly 
before he died, Senator Humphrey shared 
two of his last precious days with me. We 
spent a weekend together at Camp David, 
mostly in front of a fireplace, talking and 
listening. As you probably have guessed, 
Hubert did most of the talking and I did 
most of the listening. 

We talked together about people, about 
ordinary people and about famous ones— 
many of whom I had not known myself. 
We talked about our country; we talked 
about the world, the overriding need for 
peace and security and about faith in 


others. And he particularly talked about 
faith in God. 

He shared with me, as he has with 
many of you, a lifetime of hoping, of 
learning through experience, and of lov- 
ing. He saw the world in terms of his 
human needs. I don’t believe anyone else 
in politics anywhere could communicate 
so sincerely and so humanly about what 
needed to be done. He also saw life 
in terms of the joy of the struggle of it. 
the joy of work, the joy of life, and the 
joy of hope. Defeat was simply one more 
opportunity for Hubert Humphrey to try 
again and to try a little harder and to ac- 
cumulate more friends on the way. 

Those 2 days that I spent alone with 
him were an unforgettable experience for 
me, but it was just typical of many lessons 
that many of us learned from him. And 
we must never forget to pass those good 
lessons on to young people of succeeding 
generations. 

As you all know, Hubert Humphrey 
did not want to be remembered with cold 
monuments, but with good works, and 
that’s what we’re doing tonight. We 
should all continue those good works as if 
Hubert were looking over our shoulders, 
urging us to go on and prodding us, also, 
to be optimistic, to be of good cheer. 

The institute is only one part, a small 
but vital part of our living memory of 
Hubert Humphrey, and, as I close my 
remarks, I want to thank you for helping 
tonight and for the countless ways that 
we have of honoring him in our daily lives 
in the months and years ahead. 
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Muriel, God bless you. We loved him 
and we love you, too. Thank all of you 
for letting me be part of this fine evening, 
when together we start a new phase of 
honoring Hubert Humphrey by honoring 
the young people who find in him so much 
to admire. 

Thank you very much. Good night, 

everybody. 
NoTE: The President spoke at 9:52 p.m. from 
the White House Residence to the fundraising 
dinner, which was held in Mechanics Hall in 
Worcester. In his opening remarks, the Presi- 
dent referred to Vice President Walter F. Mon- 
dale and Mrs. Hubert H. Humphrey. 


National Recreation and Parks 
Week 


Proclamation 4760. May 19, 1980 


By the President of the United States 
of America 


A Proclamation 


From the beaches of Hawaii to the hills 
of New England, America’s public recrea- 
tion and park systems include outstanding 
features of our historical, cultural and na- 
tural heritage. 


Magnificent canyons, splendid forests, 
the homes of great Americans—these are 
among the places preserved in Federal, 
State and local park systems. Recreation 
areas make everything from scuba diving 
to spelunking to plain old picnicking avail- 
able to millions. 


Among the Federal government’s di- 
verse holdings are national forests, grass- 
lands, wildlife refuges, even the famous 
Gateway Arch in St. Louis. State park 
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systems have similar treasures. Oregon’s 
coast is dotted with State-run beaches that 
offer agate-hunting and surf-fishing, while 
New York’s Adirondack Park—three 
times the size of Yellowstone and the 
country’s largest State park—boasts more 
than 9,000 square miles of wilderness 
within a day’s drive of 55 million 
Americans. 

The preservation of wilderness is 
one goal of the country’s park systems. 
Accessibility is another. Parks and recrea- 
tion areas all over the country offer a 
variety of programs, experiences and 
opportunities to all Americans, including 
the disabled, the disadvantaged, the 
elderly and the very young. 

It is important that everyone be able 
to enjoy our landscape and history and to 
engage in healthy leisure activities— 
whether it’s boating or fishing, walking or 
climbing. But to work well, to work for 
all of us and all our needs, the park sys- 
tems need our help—our suggestions, our 
thoughts, our cooperation—especially in 
this time of energy conservation. These 
are contributions we can all make, this 
week and every week. 

Now, THEREFORE, I, JimmMy CarTER, 
President of the United States of Amer- 
ica, do hereby proclaim June 1-7, 1980, 
as National Recreation and Parks Week. 
I call on all Americans to observe this oc- 
casion by giving serious thought to the 
ways they can better use and preserve the 
parks of this country. 

In Witness WuHereEor, I have here- 
unto set my hand this nineteenth day of 
May in the year of our Lord nineteen 
hundred and eighty, and of the Inde- 
pendence of the United States of America 
the two hundred and fourth. 

Jmmoy CarTER 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
2:59 p.m., May 19, 1980] 
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Carter /Mondale Presidential 
Committee 


Remarks at the National Campaign 
Headquarters. May 19, 1980 


Mr. Srrauss.' Mr. President, we turned 
on the air conditioning for you today, and 
we say an awful lot of nice things about 
you when we’re really burning up in the 
heat here. [Laughter] But, Mr. President, 
I want to, before I present you to your 
colleagues and your associates, I want to 
spend just a minute or two and tell you a 
bit about what we’re doing. 

You have here people from all of the 
floors of this building, various floors, 
who've gathered here, many volunteers— 
most volunteers, as a matter of fact—and 
they work in—{laughter|—I know you'll 
remember that, Mr. President. As a mat- 
ter of fact, I’m one myself, and I hope 
you'll remember that Mr. President. 
[Laughter] 

But, Mr. President, these people have 
been working on a lot of things, but one 


of the things I think will interest you here 
is—and the map shows it there—we have 
begun in the last couple of weeks to direct 
our attention to—— 


THE Presivent. That’s 1968? 

Mr. Strauss. That’s 1968. [Laughter] 
And there you see 

THE Presiwent. I hope the other vol- 
unteers are more current. [Laughter] 

Mr. Strauss. It’s an outrage isn’t it? 
[Laughter] Mr. President, you see in 1968 
the Nixon, Humphrey, and the Wallace 
vote, and we are beginning to concen- 
trate and look at those States. And if the 
Secret Service man will move here— 
[laughter|—we see the Ford-Carter vote, 


* Robert S. Strauss, chairman of the Carter/ 
Mondale Presidential Committee. 
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or should I say, the Carter-Ford vote of 
1976. And the map there—and we are 
doing our comparisons now in trying to 
see where we should focus our attention 
for the coming months. 

And here I have a book that I wanted 
to present to you, and there are just a 
half a dozen of these books in existence. 
And this says, “Book Two—Strauss;” I 
hope Book One has Carter—if not, I’m 
going to be mad. [Laughter] But in this 
book we have the beginning of our strat- 
egy, and we have the beginning of our 
various precincts all over the country, we 
have our legal problems, we have our fi- 
nancial problems all for the general elec- 
tion, we have our get out the vote. So, the 
campaign, this is the first cut—the people 
on this staff here, working under Tim 
Kraft and Tom Donilon—the first cut of 
our 1980 campaign strategy really begin- 
ning to fall into final place now. 

And so that now you have a feel of what 
we're doing, ladies and gentleman, I know 
I do not need to tell you my dear friends 
what a pleasure it is for me—and, I know, 
for you—for me to be able to present the 
President of the United States to his 
friends. 

THE PRESENT. Thank you. 

Bob tells me we have 1,553 delegates. 
Who would have dreamed 6 months ago 
that here long before we conclude the 
primary election campaign that we would 
have had this tremendous an achieve- 
ment? The credit goes to you, and I’m 
deeply grateful to you. I will say that in 
the next few weeks and all the way 
through the fall, you will now have an 
active partner in the campaign, and may- 
be we'll do even better. 

Political historians will record the tre- 
mendous achievement that you’ve made 
so far, running not a sectional or regional 
or limited campaign, but a nationwide 
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campaign. We have not skipped a single 
State nor a single congressional district 
in the entire Nation; we’ve not skipped 
a territory. We’ve taken our message to 
the public, and we’ve listened; we've 
formed a good alliance with the people 
who vote and who make decisions in the 
Democratic Party. We've laid a good 
groundwork for the coming weeks and 
the coming months, and I’m deeply grate- 
ful to you. 

What we have achieved was far beyond 
even our fondest expectations a few 
months ago. I don’t know the exact fig- 
ures. I think in the primary elections 
we've earned over 60 percent of the dele- 
gates; in the caucus States we’ve earned 
over 65 percent of the delegates against 
formidable opposition. And I’m very 
grateful for that as well. 

Being an incumbent is not all it’s cut 
out to be. [Laughter] There are a few ad- 
vantages in being an incumbent, but there 
are some disadvantages. For the narrow- 
minded or the shortsighted, an incumbent 
President of this great country cannot 
deal in empty slogans, cannot deal in 
words, cannot deal in false promises, can- 
not deal in distortions of issues. An in- 
cumbent’s stock in trade, particularly in 
an executive position, has to be in action— 
action dealing with the current problems 
of the day, action dealing in forging a 
policy and a spirit and an ideal and a 
commitment of an entire nation. An in- 
cumbent can’t yield to the particular pres- 
sure of a regional or a local interest group. 
An incumbent has to deal with what’s 
best for all the people every day. 

We've faced some difficult challenges 
in the last 6 months. The Soviet invasion 
of Afghanistan, strengthening our alli- 
ance, marshaling support for our position 
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that an invasion of an innocent country 
can’t go unpunished. We’ve had to deal 
with the shocking violation of every inter- 
national principle and law by the Ira- 
nians, who have captured and held inno- 
cent hostages imprisoned. We’ve had to 
deal with these issues with sensitivity and 
with courage, with commitment, with 
openness, with frankness, and the Ameri- 
can people have been remarkably united 
and they've been remarkably patient 
when patience was necessary. And our 
country has also been very strong in its 
commitment to unchanging principles. 

We've represented our Nation well in 
dealing with the problems of energy de- 
pendence, taking unprecedented steps to 
forge an energy policy based on conserva- 
tion and the production of additional 
energy in our country. We’ve faced unbe- 
lievable inflation and interest pressures 
because OPEC prices went up 150 per- 
cent in 16 months, and we’ve been per- 
sistent in dealing with these issues on an 
equal basis with the Congress. Interest 
rates have dropped precipitously lately. 
The inflation rate is going to come down 
in the summer and make it easier for us. 
In the fall, we need some good news; I 
believe it will be coming. 

But in all these multitudinous chal- 
lenges that came upon us, some which had 
very devastating political potential, we’ve 
survived very well, because we’ve never 
forgotten that the Democratic Party is 
well named. It’s the party of the people. 
And we have not forgotten those kinds of 
people who are particularly dependent on 
government and who have been the 
strength of our party down through the 
generations. This is a very important ele- 
ment of our collective strength. The trust 
that’s been placed in our party has not 
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been betrayed, and it will never be be- 
trayed. 

We've still got very important primary 
elections ahead of us. Every week, 1, 2, 
5, 6, sometimes 7 or 8 or 9 or 10 elections 
in a single week, and we’ve had to deal 
with these diverse pressures without 
flinching and without betraying the prin- 
ciples that are widely publicized and 
which we hold so dear. 

We’re coming now to the end of a long 
campaign, and I want to make sure that 
the ending will give us a strong series of 
victories and leave us with a strong Demo- 
cratic Party. 

It’s time for us to look forward, not 
backward. It’s a time for us to heal exist- 
ing wounds that are created in any tough 
Democratic Party election campaign and 
not create new wounds. It’s incumbent on 
you and me to heal existing wounds, not 
to create new wounds in our party. It’s 
time for us to pull the different elements 
of our party back together; to be generous 
in victory, to be strong, looking to the 
future, to be confident, to be united, to be 
determined, and not to fail. I do not in- 
tend to lose this election in 1980. 

I've got a great running-mate in Fritz 
Mondale. And all of you who have 
worked so hard on the campaign—Bob 
Strauss, Tim Kraft, Tom Donilon, every- 
one over here—knows how much I ap- 
preciate the work you’ve done. This has 
been an excellent team effort, and I look 
for the future to be just as gratifying as 
the past has been. 


I'll be out campaigning between now 
and the end of the primary season. And 
then we'll be preparing very eagerly to 
meet Ronald Reagan, or whomever the 
Republicans choose, and let the Nation 
know that we'll carry the Democratic 
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banner to a_ tremendous 
November. 


Let me say this in closing. My sense, as 
I stand here before you, is one of gratitude 
and also one of a partnership. We could 
not have won this election had we not 
worked together. You’ve been over here in 
a relatively unrecognized way—luxurious 
working quarters. [Laughter] Maybe that 
made up for some of the low-paying jobs 
that you have. [Laughter] But we’ve never 
lost our temper, and we’ve never lost our 
sense of humor. We’ve come through 
some difficult times and some discour- 
aging Tuesdays together, and they’ve 
always been followed by excitement and 
victory parties that have bound us back 
together again. 


victory in 


In my opinion, the issues have been 
thoroughly debated. There is no lack of 
knowledge among the American elector- 
ate about where I stand on any issue. We 
need not fear the Democratic convention. 
It’s a place for debate; it’s a place for dis- 
cussion. And as we hammer out the Demo- 
cratic platform, none of you need be 
afraid of the open and fervent debate, in- 
cluding the final touches on the platform 
that will be the base for victory for me 
and Fritz Mondale in November. 

I want all of you to help me reach out 
a healing hand and a friendly hand to 
those who’ve not supported us so far. 
We'll need them in November, and with 
their help, our victory will be even greater 
than it has been so far. So, together, as 
future partners, we'll have the same kind 
of results in the months ahead as we've 
had in the months past. 

God bless you, everyone. I look for- 
ward to working with you. 


NOTE: The President spoke at approximately 
2:15 p.m. 
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Captive Nations Week, 1980 
Proclamation 4761. May 19, 1980 


By the President of the United States 
of America 


A Proclamation 


Twenty-one years ago, by a joint reso- 
lution approved July 17, 1959 (73 Stat. 
212), the Eighty-Sixth Congress author- 
ized and requested the President to pro- 
claim the third week in July as Captive 
Nations Week. 

Throughout our history we Americans 
have held the deep conviction that liberty 
and independence are among mankind’s 
inalienable rights. Our ideal has remained 
that of our founding fathers: govern- 
ments derive their legitimacy from the 
consent of the peoples they govern. Soviet 
aggression against Afghanistan is the 
latest stark reminder that this ideal is not 
universally respected. 

Mindful of our heritage and our 
principles, let us take this week to salute 
the men and women everywhere who are 
devoted to the cause of liberty and the 
pursuit of human rights in their native 
lands. 

Now, THererore, I, Jimmy Carter, 
President of the United States of America, 
do hereby designate the week beginning 
on July 13, 1980, as Captive Nations 
Week. 

I invite the people of the United States 
to observe this week with appropriate cere- 
monies and activities and to reaffirm their 
dedication to the ideals that unite us and 
inspire others. 

In Witness Wuereor, I| have here- 
unto set my hand this nineteenth day of 
May, in the year of our Lord nineteen 
hundred and eighty, and of the Inde- 
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pendence of the United States of America 
the two hundred and fourth. 
Jummy CarTER 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
11:45 a.m., May 20, 1980] 


United States Postal Service 


Nomination of Three Members of the Board 
of Governors. May 19, 1980 


The President today announced three 
persons whom he will nominate to be Gov- 
ernors of the United States Postal Service. 
They are: 

David E. Babcock, of Carefree, Ariz., 
who was chairman of the board of the 
May Department Stores Co. until his re- 
tirement earlier this year. Babcock was 
with the May Company for 13 years and 
was active in personnel and management 
development. 

Paula D. Hughes, of New York City, 
vice president and director of Thomson 
McKinnon Securities, Inc., where she 
manages over $50 million of investment, 
and an allied member of the New York 
Stock Exchange. 

Timothy L. Jenkins, of Washington, 
D.C., chairman of the MATCH Institu- 
tion, a management consultant firm, 
formerly a partner in two international 
law firms. Jenkins served previously as 
special assistant to the Chairman of the 
Equal Employment Opportunity Com- 
mission and as an assistant professor of 
administrative law at Howard University. 


United States Metric Board 
May 19, 1980 


Nomination of Two Members. 


The President today announced two 
persons whom he will nominate to be 
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members of the United States Metric 
Board. They are: 


Marcus B. Crotts, of Winston-Salem, 
N.C., a mechanical engineer who is a part- 
ner in the firm of Crotts & Saunders 
Engineering. He is an active member of 
the American Society of Mechanical En- 
gineers and has written technical papers 
in the fields of dimensional metrology and 
metric conversion. 


Francis R. Dugan, of Cincinnati, Ohio, 
president of the Dugan & Meyers Con- 
struction Co. Dugan is president of the 
Cincinnati chapter of the Associated Gen- 
eral Contractors of America and Asso- 
ciated Contractors of Ohio. 


United States Foreign Assistance 


Remarks at a White House Briefing for 
Members of Congress. May 19, 1980 


First of all, let me express my thanks to 
the Members of the Congress who’ve come 
here tonight to discuss two very difficult 
but very important issues, and then in a 
few minutes, after my presentation, to 
have our new Secretary of State, Ed 
Muskie, give you a brief report on his trip 
to Europe and his negotiations with our 
allies and friends and also with the Soviet 
Foreign Minister. Then we’ll be available 
to answer your questions on these and 
other matters that might be of interest to 
you. 

For a President who wants to keep our 
Nation at peace and not use a tremendous 
military arsenal that is available to me as 
Commander in Chief, it’s necessary to call 
on the Congress to help me in meeting the 
challenge or the competition with the Sov- 
iet Union in various places in the world, 
particularly in Africa; to stop the en- 
croachment of Cuban-engendered com- 
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munism throughout Central America and 
the Caribbean; and to meet the challenge 
that remains after the Vietnam experience 
in Southeast Asia. This is not an easy chal- 
lenge to meet without using weapons. It’s 
incumbent on the Congress to give me the 
economic tools with which to meet these 
challenges. 

This year, the Congress has not yet been 
willing to do so. This is not a matter of 
liberalism versus conservatism, because, 
in my judgment, it’s as extremely impor- 
tant for a conservative, who believes in hu- 
man rights and the preservation of our 
way of life and the meeting of a commun- 
ist challenge, to do so in a bold and ef- 
fective and courageous way without 
regards to the demagogic approach on 
foreign aid that might appeal to some 
members of a constituency. And for those 
who profess to be liberals, it’s extremely 
important to protect human rights, to 
meet the needs of hungry people, and to 
spread the beneficial effect of democracy 
and freedom and our way of life. There is 
no incompatibility depending upon a 
philosophical point of view, nor is there a 
distinction legitimately to be drawn be- 
tween Democrats and Republicans. 

As you all know, the way that we meet 
these challenges in Southeast Asia, in 
Africa, and our own hemisphere is 
through our economic or foreign aid pro- 
gram. It’s varied in makeup; it’s highly 
focused when it needs to be on a bilateral 
basis; and it also expands tremendously 
the investment of a dollar of American 
foreign aid or loan money to benefit us 
with trade, with the growth of our na- 
tional product, and the beneficial effect of 
the impact of all the Western democratic 
nations on the nonaligned, sometimes un- 
certain, uncommitted, but searching de- 
veloping countries. 

In the World Bank, a dollar that’s in- 
vested from American allocations of 
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funds by you is multiplied 50 times over— 
for every dollar of American money, the 
World Bank can lend $50. The Interna- 
tional Monetary Fund, which makes 
available very sound loans to countries, 
also imposes on them a rigid fiscal dis- 
cipline and has saved many nations from 
chaos by imposing on them, in a nego- 
tiated manner, a sound fiscal policy. Some- 
times the leaders of those nations privately 
express their gratitude to the IMF for 
making them do what they know ought 
to be done to control runaway inflation 
and an imbalanced budget that would 
lead ultimately to chaos, revolution, and 
disintegration of the societal structure of 
that nation. 

This year, at this moment, we have six 
different foreign aid bills still not passed 
by the House. Today the Senate did agree 
to the authorization bill for the supple- 
mentary development allocation for Cen- 
tral America, primarily for Nicaragua. 
The money will still have to be appropri- 
ated for it. 

As you know, for the last roughly 35 
years, with the full knowledge and con- 
sultation of the Congress, our country has 
committed itself to the multilateral de- 
velopment banks, multinational develop- 
ment banks for a certain portion of loans. 
This is the first time in 35 years that the 
Congress has not honored that commit- 
ment. This is embarrassing for our coun- 
try, and, as you know, the multilateral 
development banks have now not been 
making loans for 6 months. In the mean- 
time, small nations who would be our 
friends, who are desperate for those 
loans—some loans relatively modest in 
size, measured by our standards—are sit- 
ting in limbo, facing potential financial 
catastrophes. 

Our allies and trading partners whom 
we are calling upon to support our posi- 
tion with Iran and Afghanistan and othe 
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very sensitive matters feel that the United 
States has welched on its commitment. 

You know what a devastating economic 
impact the closing of a community bank 
in your city would mean, particularly if 
it was the only bank that could make 
loans, for a 6-month’s period. 

We've now worked out in the confer- 
ence committee a level of commitment to 
these banks, that will now come before 
you for a vote again, that’s $412 million 
below what our promise was, what our 
negotiated commitment was. I hope that 
the House will support this commitment. 

Every time we have put a dollar in 
economic aid on a foreign aid basis for 
the last number of years, it’s resulted in 
an increase of about $3 for the American 
gross national product. Our trade with 
the less-developed countries of the world 
now exceeds the trade with all of Western 
Europe, all of Eastern Europe, plus the 
Soviet Union. And, in addition to this, we 
can provide in a beneficial way a partner- 
ship agreement with those small and po- 
tentially friendly countries where we can 
be provided with their raw materials and 
sell them finished products, providing jobs 
for our own country. 

I have no way to express as deeply as 
I feel the need for your support for this 
legislation. We have been operating under 
a continuing resolution since October 1 on 
the 1980 foreign assistance appropria- 
tions. The conference report, as you 
know, will include military assistance, eco- 
nomic support, development assistance, 
money for the refugee program, money 
for disaster relief, for the control of nar- 
cotics, the multilateral development 
banks, the Peace Corps, the Eximbank— 
these kinds of programs are included 
within the legislation for which the Con- 
gress has not yet passed the appropriations 
for 1980. And, of course, the 1981 author- 
ization bill has the same function and pro- 
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grams, and, of course, we'll be following 
that with appropriations for foreign aid. 

I think all of you realize that about half 
of the authorized money—about $2'2 
billion—goes for the Mideast peace settle- 
ment. And in addition, countries like 
Turkey, Greece, Morocco, many others, 
are dependent on us to sustain their forms 
of government, and it’s been a very suc- 
cessful program for many years in the past. 

I hope that you will help with this legis- 
lation. It’s been sharply reduced from 
what we asked and from what we need. 
It’s a good investment for our country. It 
honors the commitment that our Nation 
has made with your knowledge and based 
on historical precedent. There are no sur- 
prises in it. It is in conformity with the 
balanced budget proposal that I put 
forward. 

We have disaster relief in this legisla- 
tion. I think all of you remember the 
Caribbean hurricane relief and the Italian 
earthquake relief. There was $73 million 
in the conference report, in the original 
proposal we made. That’s been cut from 
$73 million down to $20 million. It’s 
typical of the kind of cuts that have al- 
ready been made in conference and which 
the House has still not passed. 

In a few minutes, Ed Muskie will make 
some brief comments to you. But before he 
does, I'd like to make one other appeal to 
you, and that is a nonrelated subject, but 
a very important subject. 

In the first part of March, after con- 
sultations with the leadership in the House 
and Senate, Democrats and Republicans, 
the leadership of the budget committees 
and the appropriations committees, the 
Members of the Congress came to the 
Cabinet Room and asked me to impose an 
oil import conservation fee that was the 
equivalent of 10 cents a gallon for gaso- 
line. I accepted this recommendation by 
the Members of Congress and imposed the 
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fee. It required no action of the Congress. 
I did it just before the Illinois primary, 
and it was a highly publicized move. It 
was not politically attractive, but the pri- 
mary results were gratifying to me, and I 
don’t think I’ve suffered materially from 
it. 

I don’t ask the Congress to take any ac- 
tion on it. I ask you not to take any action 
to remove the authority that I have now 
and have always had since I’ve been in of- 
fice and that my predecessors had, to im- 
pose such a fee to cut down on unwar- 
ranted imports of oil. 

Ten cents is a very small tax on gaso- 
line. Compared to other major consuming 
nations, it’s almost insignificant. But it 
sends a clear signal to our allies and other 
consuming nations to restrain themselves 
and to cut down on their own imports and 
to remove the pressure from the world- 
wide oil supply market. It also sends a very 
clear signal to the OPEC countries, the 
Saudis and others, who are now producing 
more oil than they choose to produce, but 
are doing so to maintain a stable price. 
And, in my judgment, if the Congress 
should act over my veto to remove the oil 
conservation fee authority from me, we'll 
have much greater prices increased by 
OPEC than we would have otherwise, and 
it'll make it almost impossible for us to 
have a joint or common conservation ef- 
fort by the major oil-importing nations. 

So, I ask you to help me in this respect 
by not supporting the legislative attempts 
to remove from me the ability that the 
President has had for a long time, to im- 
pose the conservation fee that I’ve de- 
scribed. It will result in roughly 100,000 


barrels less imported at the end of a year: 
at the end of 2'% or 3 years, 250,000 bar- 
rels less oil to be imported into our coun- 
try. Last year, we imported about $60 bil- 
lion worth of oil from overseas. This year 
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we expect $90 billion of oil imports from 
foreign countries, which amounts to about 
$400 for every man, woman, and child in 
this country. And my appeal to you is to 
help me with this particular act. It re- 
quires no action on your part, just to re- 
frain from acting. That’s what I ask you 
to do. 

As you know, the Federal courts have 
ruled, at the district court level, that the 
method of allocating the fee just to gaso- 
line is illegal. We are appealing this rul- 
ing, and I’m perfectly willing to fight my 
battle in the court. 

Let me say in closing that the easiest 
legislation in the world to find fault with 
is probably foreign aid. It’s easy to dem- 
agog the issue, and you can always find 
some reason at home in the fourth dis- 
trict of Georgia or the third district in 
Georgia, where I’m from, to justify voting 
against foreign aid. But when you come 
down to the question—is our Nation going 
to meet its commitments; is our Nation 
going to be able, short of military action, 
to compete successfully with the Soviet 
Union for the hearts and minds and 
friendships and trade of the developing 
nations on Earth; are we going to be able 
to prove to those nations that a democratic 
country like ours, the most powerful on 
Earth, is a responsible partner for them 
to have, a responsible friend, with an 
investment that pays rich dividends, that 
provides American jobs, that’s greatly 
magnified in its beneficial effect, that helps 
those who are suffering to have more to 
eat, to let them produce energy of their 
own that will alleviate worldwide short- 
ages—these kinds of questions, the an- 
swers are obviously yes. 

And I ask you to consider these matters 
in a statesmanlike way and add your vote 
in the next few days, maybe even tomor- 
row, to pass these cutdown bills, that are 
lower than we need but at least will let 
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the multilateral development banks and 
others resume functioning after they’ve 
been shut down now with no loans be- 
cause of American intransigence for as 
long as 6 months. 


NOTE: The President spoke at 6:54 p.m. in the 
East Room at the White House. 


Friendship Force 


Remarks at a Reception for South American 
Participants in the Program. May 19, 1980 


First of all, let me express my thanks to 
the First Lady for that very wonderful 
introduction. I’m always the second on 
the program when she is present, but I 
always enjoy it, because she has been so 
remarkably in the lead in setting up the 
Friendship Force, which I believe, from a 
historical perspective in the future, will 
be looked upon as one of the great new 
ideas that has been benefiting our Nation 
during this period of our lives. 

We’ve had more than 30,000 people 
who have left our country and come from 
other countries to stay in private homes— 
in the homes of schoolteachers and fire- 
men and engineers and laborers, farm- 
ers—just to learn about one another and 
to become not temporary friends, but life- 
time friends, and have been about 70,000 
others who have been in host families 
who've received these visitors from foreign 
countries. The government puts no 
money into it, which is particularly attrac- 
tive to someone trying to balance the 
budget. [Laughter] But there is a benefit 
to all governments who are eager for 
peace and understanding and good will 
between countries. 

In 1972 I was Governor of the State of 
Georgia, and Rosalynn and I went on a 
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trip to Mexico, to Colombia, to Brazil, to 
Argentina, to Costa Rica. And in every 
country that we visited, we saw the 
friendship and the eagerness to know 
more about the people in North America, 
the United States. 

I made a special friend, Dr. Pereira 
Lopez, a truly remarkable man. I can’t 
say that he’s typical of those we met, be- 
cause he’s special. He’s a medical doctor, 
he’s one of the leading industrialists of 
Brazil, he was the president of the Brazil- 
ian Congress when I was there. He had a 
magnificent reception for me in the yard 
of the home of the Brazilian Congress 
president, overlooking a beautiful lake. 

I remember he asked me to hold hands 
with the members of the Congress, and we 
had a prayer. And he’s a man who has 
helped his own local region, Sao Carlos; 
one of the founders of a major university 
there. When I visited the Congress in 
Brasilia, he let me meet with and speak 
to the committee on foreign relations and 
let us feel at home when we could have 
been embarrassed as just strangers or tour- 
ists in a foreign country. 

We had a chance to stop in Belém, in 
Recife, the capital of Pernambuco, which 
became our sister state. We went to Sao 
Paulo, Rio de Janeiro, to Americana, to 
Manaus. And I think one of the most re- 
markable experiences of my life was to 
travel not too far from Sao Paulo to a 
town called Americana, where we visited 
a community that had been established by 
Americans who left here after the War 
Between the States and established a new 
home in Brazil. They still spoke English, 
the right kind of English—with a good 
southern accent. [Laughter] And there 
were Carters and Johnsons and Weisners 
and Smiths, and they still loved this coun- 
try, but they loved Brazil as their home. 
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And those ties that bound them together 
were very strong ones, and now the ties 
that bind Colombia and Brazil to our 
country are just as strong because of per- 
sonal friendships. 

So, as President of a great nation, I 
want to express my thanks to you who’ve 
come here from Colombia and from 
Brazil, two great nations, and say that you 
have a responsibility along with me and 
other government officials to find the 
common ground on which we can stand 
to build a better life for all based on 
friendship and love, one for another. 

Thank you for being here. Vaya con 
Dios. [May God be with you.] 

NOTE: The President spoke at approximately 


8:45 p.m. in the Pan American Union Build- 
ing. 


Intergovernmental Maritime 
Consultative Organization 


Convention 


Message to the Senate Transmitting 
Amendments to the Convention. 
May 20, 1980 


To the Senate of the United States: 

I transmit herewith, for the advice and 
consent of the Senate to acceptance, 
amendments to the Convention on the In- 
tergovernmental Maritime Consultative 
Organization signed at Geneva March 6, 
1948 (the IMCO Convention). The 
amendments were adopted on November 
15, 1979, by the Assembly of the Intergov- 
ernmental Maritime Consultative Orga- 
nization (IMCO) at its eleventh session. 

These amendments are part of a series 
of amendments, negotiated with a view to 
bringing the Convention up-to-date given 
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changes of membership and structure that 
have occurred since its entry into force in 
1958. Other amendments in this series 
were transmitted to the Senate for advice 
and consent to acceptance on May 3, 
1979. 

Membership in IMCO has grown from 
21 member States in 1958 to 113 member 
States in 1979. This expansion of mem- 
bership gave rise to concern that the 
IMCO Council did not give adequate 
representation to member States within its 
existing structure. Three of the four 
amendments transmitted today address 
this problem ; they increase the number of 
members on the Council, and the number 
of Council members required to constitute 
a quorum at Council meetings; and they 
provide for the distribution of Council 
membership among member States with 
interests in international shipping, inter- 
national seaborne trade, and other special 
interests in maritime transport or naviga- 
tion. These amendments will ensure ade- 
quate representation on the Council of the 
newly expanded membership. 


The fourth amendment provides for a 
member State to give notification of its 


from IMCO should an 
amendment to which it is strongly op- 
posed be accepted by two thirds of the 
member States. Presently such acceptance 
triggers the automatic entry into force of 
an amendment for all member States. 
Under the proposed amendment, a mem- 
ber State would have the option of with- 
drawing from IMCO rather than subject- 
ing itself to an amendment with which it 
did not agree. 


withdrawal 


Support for these amendments, as well 
as for those transmitted on May 3, 1979, 


will contribute to the interest of the 
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United States in facilitating cooperation 
among maritime nations. To that end, I 
urge the Senate to give early and favor- 
able consideration to the amendments and 
give its advice and consent to their 
acceptance. 
Jimmy CarTER 
The White House, 
May 20, 1980. 


International Convention on 
Maritime Search and Rescue, 1979 


Message to the Senate Transmitting the 
Convention. May 20, 1980 


To the Senate of the United States: 

I transmit herewith, for the advice and 
consent of the Senate to ratification, the 
International Convention on Maritime 
Search and Rescue, 1979, with Annex, 
signed on behalf of the United States on 
November 6, 1979. For the information of 
the Senate, I transmit also the report of 
the Department of State with respect to 
the Convention and a copy of the Final 
Act of the International Conference on 
Maritime Search and Rescue, 1979, 
adopting the Convention. 

The Convention provides for the first 
comprehensive approach to international 
search and rescue service for world ship- 
ping, by establishing a plan to coordinate 
international facilities for the rescue of 
persons in distress at sea. It does for the 
maritime services what the search and 
rescue provisions of Annex 12 to the Con- 
vention on International Civil Aviation 
do for the aviation services. The Conven- 
tion will serve to promote cooperation 
among organizations around the world 
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participating in search and rescue opera- 
tions at sea. 

For these reasons, I urge the Senate to 
give this Convention prompt considera- 
tion, and its advice and 
ratification. 


consent to 


Jrmmy CarTER 
The White House, 
May 20, 1980. 


The Cyprus Conflict 


Letter to the Speaker of the House and the 
Chairman of the Senate Foreign Relations 
Committee. May 20, 1980 


Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. Chair- 


man: ) 


In accordance with the provisions of 
Public Law 95-384, I am submitting the 
following report on progress made during 
the past 60 days toward the conclusion of 
a negotiated solution of 
problem. 


the Cyprus 


The intercommunal talks have not yet 
resumed. In order to circumvent the diffi- 
culties that caused the breakdown of the 
talks last June, Secretary General Wald- 
heim suggested to the two Cypriot com- 
munities a formula under which both 
sides might return to the intercommunal 
table and begin concrete negotiations on 
the substantive aspects of the Cyprus 
problem. Neither community was able to 
accept all elements of the Secretary Gen- 
eral’s proposals. Despite intensive efforts, 


the Secretary General and his representa- 


tive have, so far, been unable to achieve 
agreement on a compromise formula. 
However, in a report to the General 
Assembly on the Cyprus question dated 
April 2, 1980, Mr. Waldheim states that 
he continues “to hold to the opinion that 
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the intercommunal talks, if properly used, 
represent the best available method for 
negotiating a just and lasting political 
settlement of the Cyprus problem based 
on the legitimate rights of the two com- 
munities.” A copy of the Secretary Gen- 
eral’s report is attached. 

Both communities on Cyprus have wel- 
comed the news that the Secretary Gen- 
cral plans to continue his efforts, and both 
have reaffirmed their belief that the in- 
tercommunal talks are the best means of 
negotiating a fair and permanent solution 
to the Cyprus problem. I, too, am pleased 
that the Secretary General plans to con- 
tinue his search for a Cyprus settlement. 
The United States fully supports his pur- 
suit of a solution. 

While Secretary General Waldheim’s 
proposal for resuming the talks has not 
yet met with success, his proposal con- 
tains a sound basis for achieving a re- 
sumption of negotiations. Both communi- 
ties must make sincere 
efforts to cooperate with the Secretary 
General as he endeavors to bridge the re- 
maining differences. 


renewed and 


During the past 60 days, there have 
been a number of informal contacts be- 
tween various groups of Greek and Turk- 
ish Cypriots in Cyprus. It is heartening 
that some lines of communication are be- 
ing re-established between the two com- 
munities; these may help establish an 
atmosphere more conducive to reaching 
a permanent solution to the island’s 
problems. 

Sincerely, 
Jimmy CarTER 
NOTE: This is the text of identical letters ad- 
dressed to Thomas P. O’Neill, Jr., Speaker of 
the House of Representatives, and Frank 
Church, chairman of the Senate Foreign Re- 
lations Committee. 
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Budget Rescission and Deferrals 


Message to the Congress. May 20, 1980 
To the Congress of the United States: 

In accordance with the Impoundment 
Control Act of 1974, I herewith report a 
proposal to rescind $12.4 million in 
budget authority previously provided by 
the Congress. In addition, I am reporting 
six revisions to previously transmitted de- 
ferrals increasing the amount deferred by 
$130.6 million. 

The rescission proposal involves law en- 
forcement assistance in the Department of 
Justice. The revisions to existing deferrals 
involve programs in the Departments of 
Defense, Energy and Justice, and the En- 
vironmental Protection Agency. 

The details of the rescission proposal 
and each deferral are contained in the at- 
tached reports. 

Jimmy Carter 
The White House, 

May 20, 1980. 

NOTE: The attachments detailing the rescission 


and deferrals are printed in the Feperat Rec- 
ISTER of May 23, 1980. 


United States International Trade 
Commission 
Designation of William R. Alberger as 


Chairman. May 20, 1980 

The President today announced that he 
will designate William R. Alberger as 
Chairman of the U.S. International 
Trade Commission (ITC). Alberger has 
been a member of the ITC since 1977 and 
Vice Chairman since 1978. 

He was born October 11, 1945, in Port- 
land, Oreg. He received a B.A. from Wil- 
lamette University in 1967, an M.B.A. 
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from the University of Iowa in 1971, and 
a J.D. from Georgetown University Law 
Center in 1973. 

Alberger was legislative assistant to 
Representative Al Ullman from 1972 to 
1975 and was his administrative assistant 
from 1975 to 1977. In 1977, before his 
appointment to the ITC, he was adminis- 
trative assistant to the House Ways and 
Means Committee. 


White House Fellows 


Appointment of 17 Fellows for the 1980-81 
Program. May 20, 1980 


The President today announced the ap- 
pointments of the White House Fellows 
for the 1980-81 year. This is the 16th class 
of Fellows since the program began in 
1964. 


The 17 Fellows were chosen from 
among 1,525 applicants and screened by 
11 regional panels. The President’s Com- 
mission on White House Fellowships, 
chaired by John Gardner, interviewed 34 
national finalists before recommending the 
17 persons to the President. Their year of 
Government service will begin on Sep- 
tember 1, 1980. 

The 1980-81 White House Fellows are: 


Joan ABRAHAMSON, 28, of San Francisco, 
Calif., associate, McCutchen, Doyle, Brown 
& Enersen, San Francisco; 

AMELIA JANE Braptey, 33, of Alexandria, 
Va., attorney, partner, Cohen & Annand, 
P.C., Alexandria; 

TxHomas Joun CAMPBELL, 27, of Chicago, IIl., 
attorney, associate, Winston and Strawn, 
Chicago ; 

Mark ALAN CLopFELTER, 29, of Flint, Mich., 
State representative, Michigan House of 
Representatives, State Capitol, Lansing; 

Bruce Grecory Dew, 28, of West Columbia, 
S.C., associate chief judge, county of Lex- 
ington, Lexington; 





Administration of Jimmy Carter, 1980 


Joun Westey Howtmes, 34, of Stamford, 
Conn., section head, transportation opera- 
tions, supply & transportation department, 
Exxon International Company, New York; 

EmMA CoLeMAN JorDan, 33, of Davis, Calif., 
professor, University of California School of 
Law, Davis; 

MicuHaAEL Kart Korenxo, 34, of Rockville, 
Md., materials research manager, Westing- 
house-Hanford Engineering Development 
Laboratory, Richland, Wash.; 

Harotp Exiot Krents, 35, of Washington, 
D.C., attorney, private practice, Washing- 
ton, D.C.; 

Garet CauTion-LEBBy, 26, of Columbia, S.C., 
psychology intern, William S. Hall Psychi- 
atric Institute, Columbia; 

PHOEBE D1ANE Morse, 31, of Montpelier, Vt., 
secretary of civil and military affairs, Office 
of the Governor, Montpelier ; 

Mary Marcaret McKeown, 29, of Seattle, 
Wash., attorney, associate, Perkins, Coie, 
Stone, Olsen & Williams, Seattle and Wash- 
ington, D.C.; 

ALEXANDER R. H. Ropricuez, 34, of Carlsbad, 
Calif., lieutenant commander, U.S. Navy; 
Director, Family Medical Health Clinic, 
Naval Regional Medical Center, Camp 
Pendleton, Calif. ; 

Kesey Puipps SELANDER, 28, of Midland, 
Mich., superintendent of drivers, servicemen 
and custodians, Dow Corning Corp., Mid- 
land; 

MerrIE SpaAETH, 31, of New York, N.Y., in- 
dependent television producer, Warner- 
Amex, and ABC “20-20”, New York; 

Davip JONATHAN VipAL, 33, of New York, 
N.Y., metropolitan staff reporter, the New 
York Times, New York; 

WALLACE Eart WALKER, 35, of Ft. Leaven- 
worth, Kans., major, U.S. Army, permanent 
associate professor, department of social sci- 
ences, U.S. Military Academy, West Point, 
N.Y. 


President’s Commission on 
White House Fellowships 


Appointment of Two Members. May 21, 1980 


The President today announced the ap- 
pointment of two persons as members of 
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the President's Commission on White 
House Fellowships. They are: 

Puy.ius R. Bietweis, of Gainesville, Fla., 
owner of PRB Consulting, a public relations 
firm. She is active in community and civic 
affairs in Gainesville; and 


ArtHurR H. House, administrative assistant 
to Senator Abraham Ribicoff. House was 
a White House Fellow in 1975-76. 


National Institute of Education 


Appointment of Gladys Chang Hardy as 
Deputy Director. May 21, 1980 


The President today announced his in- 
tention to appoint Gladys Chang Hardy, 
of Arlington, Va., to be Deputy Direc- 
tor of the National Institute of Education 
(NIE) a new position. Hardy was De- 
puty Director of NIE under the Depart- 
ment of Health, Education, and Welfare 
from 1977 until the establishment of the 
Department of Education earlier this 
month. 

She was born February 12, 1929, in 
Shanghai, China. She received a B.A. 
from Sarah Lawrence College in 1950. 


Hardy was a reporter and writer with 
NBC from 1949 to 1951 and with CBS 
from 1951 to 1953. From 1953 to 1955, 
she was a Foreign Area Fellow of the 
Ford Foundation, and from 1955 to 1956, 
she was chief researcher at NBC. From 
1956 to 1957, she was coproducer and 
manager of “Living Future” for Time, 
Inc. 

From 1957 to 1960, Hardy was re- 
search assistant to the president of the 
Ford Foundation’s Fund for the Advance- 
ment of Education. From 1959 to 1966, 
she was a program associate at the Ford 
Foundation. 


From 1966 to 1967, Hardy was Di- 


rector of the Office of Planning and 
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Analysis at the National Endowment for 
the Humanities. From 1967 to 1972, she 
was special assistant to the president and 
director of the office of institutional re- 
search and planning at Boston University. 

From 1972 to 1973, Hardy was under- 
secretary of educational affairs of the 
Commonwealth of Massachusetts. From 
1974 to 1977, she was secretary of the 
University of Massachusetts and secretary 
to the board of trustees. 


Portland, Oregon 


Remarks and a Question-and-Answer Session 
With Reporters Following an Inspection Tour 
of Areas Damaged by the Mount St. Helens 
Eruption. May 22, 1980 


Tue Present. First of all I'd like to 
make a statement that summarizes my 
own experience during the last few hours 
and describe the relationship among the 
Federal, State, and local government offi- 
cials and agencies and the private people 
who will be facing the challenge of re- 
pairing the damage done by the recent 
volcanic explosion. And then following 
that I’ll answer a couple questions about 
the Mount St. Helens explosion and 
eruption. I might have to call on some of 
my advisers to help me with the answers. 

My overwhelming sense, as President, 
is to commend the people of the North- 
west region of our country for the tremen- 
dous courage and presence of mind that 
has been shown here and the cooperation 
among the people in dealing with one of 
the most remarkable and formidable nat- 
ural phenomena, I guess, of all recorded 
time. The calmness and the cooperation 
that’s been shown and which must be 
shown in the future is one of the most im- 
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portant single factors in minimizing the 
damage that was potentially catastrophic. 

This is a natural disaster of unprece- 
dented dimensions, and of course we 
deeply regret the injury and the loss of 
life. But it could have been infinitely 
worse had there not been careful prepara- 
tion and had there not been an instant 
and very effective response Sunday morn- 
ing after the explosion and the eruption 
took place. 

I’ve just come, along with Governor 
Ray, Governor Evans, the members of the 
congressional delegation, and other offi- 
cials in my Cabinet as well, from traveling 
up the Columbia or down the Columbia 
River and observing the Cowlitz and the 
Toutle River valleys. We approached the 
Mount St. Helens area where Spirit 
Lake used to be, and we talked with peo- 
ple at the Cascade Middle School who 
had been evacuated from their homes. In 
the process, we have all been able to share 
experiences and to share plans for the fu- 
ture among the local, State, and Federal 
officials who will have to work together as 
a team in the future. 

It’s very important to realize that I 
have already responded with the declara- 
tion of a national disaster, at the request 
of Governor Ray, for the State of Wash- 
ington, and of course, the other States 
that are impacted heavily, primarily to the 
west of here, but to some degree to the 
south of the explosion, will also be ac- 
commodated as soon as I receive those 
requests. 

The Federal Emergency Management 
Agency will be primarily responsible for 
the coordination of the combined effort. 
John Macy, the Director of that agency, 
is here with me, and Bob Stevens will be 
my representative in this region in the 
weeks and the months ahead. Obviously 
there will be a wide range of assistance 
necessary, and it will be provided by 





Administration of Jimmy Carter, 1980 


whichever agency is primarily responsible 
for that service. Funding for all these serv- 
ices will also be provided, a major portion, 
of course, by individuals who own homes 
and businesses, by local officials, county 
and city level, by States involved, and of 
course by the Federal Government as well. 

Our first priority, which has been han- 
dled so well, even before I arrived, is to 
deal with human needs. I met with a 
group of people who have been evacuated 


from their home, primarily in the valley 


region around the Toutle River. They 
seem to have been well taken care of. The 
school officials, the local police officials, 
the Red Cross, and others have done a 
very good job there, and they will be mov- 
ing back into their homes as soon as trans- 
portation is open for them. 

I’m very pleased that the early concerns 
about severe health consequences and en- 
vironmental consequences and the threat 
of an immediate additional flood that 
could be even more devastating, those 
concerns have been alleviated to a substan- 
tial degree. The ash which is covering an 
enormous region of the Northwest is be- 
nign in nature. It is not toxic. It is not 
acid. It has about the same acidity as nor- 
mal rainfall. In the long run, when it has 
been accommodated into the ground, I 
understand that it will not be harmful at 
all to the quality of the soil nor to the 
crops growing there. We will be closely 


monitoring its effect on presently growing 


crops, but the early expectations of serious 
damage I don’t believe will be realized. 
The damage will be minimal. 

Obviously the lack of transportation is 
causing a problem for farmers and par- 
ticularly dairy farmers, because they can- 
not get their products to market. There 
will be, obviously, some damage economi- 
cally, as well, to others who are involved 
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in the transportation of goods and the 
production of food. Damage to fisheries 
in these particular river areas will be 
severe. We don’t have any idea how long 
it'll take them to recover. 

Many homes have been destroyed or 
presently isolated. Timber harvest has 
been interrupted. About 150 square miles 
of very rich timber region has been de- 
stroyed. Some of the trees that have been 
felled and not covered by ash can be har- 
vested over a period of months, maybe 2 
or 3 years at the most. Some of this is on 
private land, some, Federal forest land, 
some State land—I think about 40 per- 
cent private, 40 percent Federal, 20 per- 
cent State. The Secretary of Agriculture 
is here, responsible for the Federal efforts 
in forestry, and he will, of course, coordi- 
nate our efforts there. 

The Corps of Engineers has already 
started opening up a channel in the Co- 
River, which was almost com- 
pletely closed to seagoing traffic, as you 
know, by the massive flood of ash, mud, 
down the Toutle River, Cowlitz, and into 
the Columbia. Eventually we’ll have as 
many as eight major dredges there re- 
moving the material that has been de- 
posited in the channel. That effort will 
be expedited as much as possible. The 
Secretary of the Army is here with me, 
responsible ultimately for the Corps of 
Engineers, and I think they deserve a 
great deal of credit in having moved so 
rapidly and, I think, so successfully. 


lumbia 


There is a substantial economic impact 
on this area around the Columbia River, 
the port system, because of interrupted 
transportation of goods that needs to be 
marketed through seagoing traffic. 

The Department of Interior is also 
represented here; the Forest and the Na- 
tional Park system, of course, are very 
closely related. 
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We don’t know what will happen in the 
future. This is one of the most devastat- 
ing but also one of the most interesting 
scientific events in recorded history. My 
own science adviser, Dr. Frank Press, is 
here. His specialty is in geology. He has 
made a deep study of earthquakes and 
voleanic actions, just coincidentally. He 
will be working with those who’ve been 
on the scene here for many years. Gover- 
nor Ray, Governor Evans, and others 
will help to set up a special science ad- 
visory committee just to deal with the 
Mount St. Helens phenomenon and 
what might occur in the future. This will 
help to increase even further the degree 
of safety that has been achieved already 
and, of course, will provide scientific 
knowledge and experience that might 
lead to benefits in other areas of the 
world. 

And finally, I’d like to say that I will be 
going from here to Spokane to see the 
kind of damage that has been created over 
large areas of the Northwest by the heavy 
fallout of ash. The removal of this ash, the 
adverse consequences of its being incor- 
porated into internal combustion engines, 
its interruption of transportation by 
clogged waterways and also by highways 
is going to take a long time to correct. 

There will be an enormous expense in- 
volved and the correction or the repair 
done by the Mount St. 
Helens eruption will undoubtedly take 
years or perhaps even decades before it 
can be completely corrected or repaired. 
Soil erosion will be continuous and severe 


of damage 


in the river basin areas north and west of 
Mount St. Helens, and creating some kind 
of growth on the land to minimize soil 
erosion will be a challenge that has not 
yet been addressed. 


What we will do in the next few days 


is to work very closely with Governor Ray, 
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Governor Evans, and others to list all the 
challenges that face us together and to try 
to decide how to allot responsibility, how 
to make arrangements for meeting the 
heavy financial costs, and how to schedule 
these efforts with the maximum involve- 
ment of the general public, who must take 
care of their own local home needs on 
their own as much as possible. 

I hope that we will be as fortunate in 
the future as we presently expect to be by 
having minimal agriculture, economic, 
environmental, health, and safety threats. 
There obviously was a great deal of con- 
cern immediately after the explosion and 
eruption. My belief is, after talking to 
scientific advisers and others, that there 
is no major immediate threat to the health 
or safety of those in this region. 

One of the reasons for the loss of life 
that has occurred is that tourists and other 
interested people—curious people—re- 
fused to comply with the directives issued 
by the Governor, the local sheriff, the 
State patrol and others, and slipped 
around highway barricades and entered 
the dangerous area when it was well 
known to be very dangerous. There has 
been a substantial loss of life; about 70 
people, I understand, are still missing. 
Some are likely never to be found. And I 
would like to urge everyone who lives in 
this region or who might visit this region 
to comply strictly with the directives of 
public officials and with the safety pre- 
cautions that have been evolved for one’s 
own benefit. 

I think it might be good, now, for me to 
try to answer just a few questions. 

Reporter. Did you get to see the moun- 
tain at all, and, if so, could you describe 
it for us? 

Tue Presivent. No, we didn’t get all 
the way to the mountain because of the 
very low clouds and the bad weather. But 
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we got very close to the mountain, were 
able to see the lower part of Spirit Lake, 
the extremely deep deposits of ash, the 
absolute and total devastation of a region 
that encompasses about 150 miles. It’s the 
worst thing I have ever seen. It had been 
described to me earlier, but it was much 
worse than the description had impressed 
me. 

I don’t know how long it'll take for 
that region to be open even for normal 
movement of traffic. Enormous blocks of 
ice apparently are still covered by liter- 
ally hundreds of feet of fluffy, face-pow- 
der-type ash, and as that ice is melted 
under the hot conditions that exist, enor- 
mous cave-ins are taking place. Steam is 
bubbling up. There are a few fires about. 
Someone said it was like a Moonscape 
but it’s much worse than anything I’ve 
ever seen in pictures of the Moon’s 
surface. 

Fortunately, the number of people in 
that region were minimal, but it is liter- 
ally indescribable in its devastation. 

Q. Do your advisers tell you that there 
are going to be any more eruptions per- 
haps of the other volcanos in this vicinity? 

Tue Present. There are people here 
who are experts on that. I’ve listened to 
them very carefully. It is very likely that 
there will be additional deposits, at least, 
of magma coming up out of the volcano 
now. Eruptions of some degree are likely. 
There was, I think, an earthquake yester- 
day—a tremor of, I think, scale 4 on the 
Richter Scale. And obviously it’s unpre- 
dictable, but I don’t believe there will be 
any future explosion as there was now, 
because the entire top of the mountain, 
about 1,200 feet of it—a cubic mile of 
earth has been blown away, and I don’t 
think there will be an enormous buildup 
of pressure there. But if people will abide 
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by the safety precautions issued by the 
Governor and others, in my judgment 
there will not be any danger to the health 
of people. 

Q. Give us your impression, sir, of the 
search and rescue effort? The reason I 
ask that is that some of the families of 
the missing are complaining that the ef- 
forts are so disorganized that yesterday, 
they organized their own private search 
parties to go in and look for the missing. 
Could you comment on that, sir? 

THE PresiDENT. I think Governor Ray 
would be a better qualified person to com- 
ment than would I. 

We will make available additional as- 
sistance through the Governor for the 
National Guard and whatever assistance 
is necessary from the Forest Service, the 
Parks Service, from the Corps of Engi- 
neers in helping to open up transporta- 
tion routes, and, obviously, from the mili- 
tary forces for surveillance and location of 
people, the movement of bodies when 
they are discovered—all this will be very 
carefully coordinated. 

It’s dangerous now to go up into that 
region because of very low visibility, large 
clouds of steam coming out of the melting 
ice that’s covered up by this hot deposits 
of mud, and if you see this site, you will 


know that the people that were anywhere 


in that close region just could not possibly 
have survived. But around the periphery 
of the destroyed area, search and rescue 
operations can be conducted without dan- 
ger to the people making the search effort. 

My only response is I don’t believe that 
anything additionally can be done, and 
my hope is that private search efforts will 
be minimal or, if they are made, that they 
will only be conducted after clearance 
from those who are in charge of the offi- 
cial search and rescue effort. 
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Q. I'd like to get your personal 
thoughts—as you flew over the devasta- 
tion and observed all this from the vol- 
cano, what were your personal thoughts? 

Tue Presiwent. Well, my personal 
thoughts—I’ve tried to describe them. 
Anyone who flew over—and there were a 
good many news people who did—would 
know that there is no way to prepare one- 
self for the sight that we beheld this 
morning. 

I don’t know that there’s—in recorded 
history in our Nation, that there’s ever 
been a more formidable explosion. What 
happened apparently was a natural ex- 
plosion equivalent maybe to 10 megatons 
of nuclear bombs or 10 million tons of 
TNT that swept across, first with a flash 
of light and heat—800 to 1,000 degrees 
out 12, 15 miles away—that instantly 
burned everything that was in direct 
visual sight of the explosion itself. This 
was later followed, in 2 or 3 minutes, by 
the pressure wave, that travels at the 
speed of sound. And then that was later 
followed by this enormous gush of liquid 
rock, mixed with air and to some degree 
with ice, that comprised 1 cubic mile of 
material. So, the combination of these 
three things is just almost indescribable. 

I don’t want to add a frivolous or a 
lighthearted note to a serious discussion, 
but I would guess that in the future, a year 
from now, or whatever, when access can 
be provided under the careful control of 
the State and Federal officials, that this 
will be a sight that people will come from 
all over the world to observe. The impres- 
siveness of the force of nature is over- 
whelming, and when safe places are fixed 
for tourists and others, and scientists, to 
come in and observe it, I would say that it 
would be, if you'll excuse the expression, a 
tourist attraction that would equal the 
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Grand Canyon or something. It’s an un- 
believable sight. 

But obviously this will come much later, 
when the damage to people and their 
property can be restored, and when care- 
ful plans can be made to provide access to 
it by people who want to come and ob- 
serve it. No one should go in there now 
unless they’re on official business. 

Q. Mr. President, have you gotten any 
preliminary estimates—and I know it’s 
very early—but any preliminary estimates 
at all on how much this is actually going 
to cost the Federal Government? 

Tue Presivent. No, I don’t know yet. 
We'll be preparing that. And of course, it 
will be of such a magnitude that a special 
request will have to be made. I don’t think 
we'll be able to accommodate it out of 
normal budgeted funds. 

Q. I’m Pearl Naley from Skamania 
County, where this mountain is, and I was 
wondering, did you have a chance, first of 
all, to see our county seat? Were you able 
to land while you were flying over? Did 
you stop? 

Tue Preswent. No. We landed at 
Kelso so that I could visit some of the peo- 
ple who were evacuated and to see how 
they were being taken care of. 

We'll be leaving here and going to 
Spokane. We'll fly in Air Force One as 
close to the mountain as possible, perhaps 
just to observe it, as a matter of interest. 
And we’ll be going to Spokane to see the 
problems of the removal of the powdered 
ash—that, I understand, varies in depth 
from half an inch to 5 or 6 inches—in the 
western part of Washington, and also in 
the northern part of Idaho and other 
States as well. 


But we did not have a chance to land 
in that area. When the helicopter pilot 
decided to turn around I did not argue 
with him. [Laughter] 





Administration of Jimmy Carter, 1980 


Q. We'll invite you back to Skamania 
County. 

THE PresIwENT. Good. 

Q. I was very interested in the recrea- 
tion and tourism, because that would pro- 
vide extra jobs for the people of the Co- 
lumbia River gorge, and I’m interested in 
the public relations of the entire Columbia 
River gorge. The funding part of the rec- 
reation and tourism hasn’t really taken 
off yet. Could you give us any indication 
of when that might be possible in this dev- 
astated area? 

Tue Preswent. No, I hesitate to men- 
tion that, because it’s so far in the future. 
I really mentioned that only to show the 
enormity of the catastrophe or the explo- 
sion and how unique it is, at least in my 
knowledge, of the entire world. But that 
is far in the future, and I don’t think it’s 
any time 

Q. In my lifetime? 

Tue Preswent. Oh, I think so, yes. I 
hope you live much longer than that. 


Q. Mr. President, what do you think 
the value has been of this trip? 

Tue Present. Well, it’s let me and 
the Secretary of Interior and Agriculture, 
the Secretary of the Army, the Director of 
our Federal emergency operation, my 
major science adviser, we have the Direc- 
tor of the National Institute of Health, 
and those who work with them, along 
with the congressional delegation from 
these Northwestern States, all see at first 
hand what the devastation is, which I 
could never have dreamed before I came 
here; and also see the need for close co- 
operation in the future, both for correct- 
ing the damage as rapidly as possible, as it 
relates to human beings, and then to mini- 
mize economic losses, and then to devise a 
way, slowly, to restore the area, not to its 
original condition, because that would be 
impossible, but to habitable and safe con- 


May 22 


ditions. Also, I think it’s let us lay the 
groundwork for future assessments of how 
to pay for these enormous additional costs. 
This is the essence of the reason for our 
trip. 

And I think it’s important, too, to the 
news media, to let other people in this 
Nation, who are taxpayers and who will 
have to share in the costs for the repair of 
damage, to know how serious this event 
was. 

Those are some of the immediate bene- 
fits, I would say. 

Q. Mr. President, in the area around 
St. Helens, there’s a mixed ownership of 
land, as you know. Is any consideration 
being given to a blocking up of the owner- 
ship—so that one agency will be in charge 
of that entire area? 

Tue PresmDENT. Yes. As you know, 
originally when this area of our Nation 
was settled, on alternate sections of land 
the railroads had title to it. As a matter 
of fact, the very peak of Mount St. Helens 
is owned privately now, by the railroad. 
There will be—— 

Q. It’s been 


countryside. 


spread all over the 

THE PreEsiwenT. That’s right. Part of 
that land has been spread all over the 
countryside. [Laughter] But the location is 
still there a little bit deeper. 

I talked to the park superintendent, and 
over a period of years in the past, and now 
maybe at an accelerated degree in the fu- 
ture, there will be an exchange of feder- 
ally owned land for that particular land 
around Mount St. Helens to bring it un- 


der Federal control, not only for its pro- 
tection from change, so that it can be 
observed in its natural state as much as 


possible, but also to ensure safety and 
proper access to it for scientists and others. 
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My guess is that over a period of time 
the Mount St. Helens explosion will be 
one of intense interest to geologists and 
volcanologists and others from all over 
the world, and it'll scientific 
curiosity in the finest sense of that word. 
So, I would guess to you that there will be 
an accelerated effort by the Federal Gov- 
ernment, and Cecil Andrus is here, the 
Secretary of Interior. 

Q. Would that include the removal of 
any of the timber that’s down now, rather 
than leaving it in the state in which it 
now exists? 


be a 


Tue Presiwent. I think there will be 
an effort to remove that timber instead of 
leaving it, because if you left it, it would 
only be there for 3 or 4 or 5 years before 
it decayed. And my hope is that we can 
have an accelerated harvesting of that 
timber, maybe providing additional jobs 
in that transition phase. 

As I said earlier, I think about 40 per- 
cent of the downed timber is privately 
owned and about 40 by the Federal Gov- 
ernment and 20 by the State, roughly. 
There’s about 150 square miles north of 
Mount St. Helens that’s 
There’s no living timber in it. 


devastated. 


Maybe one more question. 

Q. Mr. President, there hasn’t been a 
major volcanic eruption in this country in 
well over 50 years. Is the Federal Govern- 
ment adequately prepared to deal with a 
disaster of this magnitude, or can resi- 


dents of this region expect some delays 
and government snafus? 


Tue Presipent. I can’t promise you 
that I as President have the ability to pre- 
vent a volcanic eruption. [Laughter] And 
my own experience is that government 
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snafus are quite often not 


delayed. 
[Laughter] 


Thank you very much. 


NoTE: The President spoke at 11:03 a.m. in 
Salon F at the Marriott Hotel. 


Spokane, Washington 


Remarks and a Question-and-Answer Session 
With Reporters Following a Meeting With 
State and Community Leaders. May 22, 1980 


Tue PreswwentT. I'd like it make a 
brief statement and then answer a few 
questions, limiting the questions to the 
Mount St. Helens explosion and eruption 
and the aftereffects of it. 

This is a brief trip for me, but I wanted 
to come here with the Director of our 
Federal emergency management admin- 
istration, responsible for the coordination 
of all the Federal efforts and the cooper- 
ation with local and State officials and 
others who are responsible for the allevia- 
tion of the problems that have arisen with 
the explosion and eruption. Also the Sec- 
retary of Agriculture is with me; the Sec- 
retary of Interior is here, the Secretary of 
the Army, responsible for the Corps of 
Engineers work. I have my own science 
adviser from the White House, who’s an 
expert on geology and who specializes, 
coincidentally, in the kinds of problems 
that have now arisen. In addition, of 
course, we have other major officials; the 
Director of the National Institute of 
Health is along. They have been con- 
sulting very closely with State officials on 
how we might better cooperate in the fu- 
ture to minimize any danger or adverse 
effect of the Mount St. Helens explosion. 

It’s been one of the most powerful and 
destructive national and natural phenom- 
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ena in history. There’s nothing in re- 
corded history to equal what has been 
exerted here in force in the continental 
United States, equivalent, some have esti- 
mated, to 10 million tons of TNT or a 
10-megaton bomb exploding of atomic 
power. 

I’ve flown into the area to see the dev- 
astation there, and it’s truly unbeliev- 
able. Of course, east of the explosion was 
where most of the dust has settled, and 
this is a very troubling problem for us. In 
the area of Richfield, and about a 40-mile 
radius around there, is the heaviest con- 
centration of this fallout material. It’s 3 
to 5 inches deep. Transportation is still 
obtsructed in that area, and, of course, 
here in Spokane there was about a half 
inch of the material deposited on the 
ground. 

The rain has alleviated an immediate 
problem of the fine dust in the air, but I 
hope that everyone, as the material dries 
out, will continue to wear facemasks of 
some kind to minimize the material that 
will go into one’s lungs. 

We have assessed county by county al- 
ready the damage being done here in 
eastern Washington, in Montana, and the 
northern panhandle area of Idaho and 
to some lesser degree in other States. This 
material is not toxic. Over a period of 
time it can be incorporated readily into 
the soil. There will undoubtedly be some 
damage to agriculture. Now those who 
produce milk are finding it impossible to 
market in some regions, of course, and the 
milk is having to be dumped, but we 
don’t know of any troubling aspect of the 
long-range effect of the ash concentration 
in the degree that it is in most parts of 
eastern Washington. 

We will continue to work very closely 
with Governor Ray, with Governor Evans, 
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and others who are responsible for the 
State effort, and of course, with local gov- 
ernment officials on a continuing basis. 

One of the important aspects of any 
catastrophe like this is the concerted effort 
of individual citizens. There has been a 
remarkable absence of panic and a tre- 
mendous exhibition of patriotism, coop- 
eration, and community effort to clean up 
in this region, and I want to congratulate 
the people here for that attitude and hope 
it will continue. 

The first responsibility, obviously, will 
be on individual citizens. The cities are 
doing the best job they can, under very 
difficult circumstances. Many tourists and 
others in some very small communities 
have exacerbated the problem. We have 
begun now to see transportation open up. 

We have, in addition to that, a need 
for considering how to finance the 
cleanup efforts that will be necessary, 
and, of course, we will go to the Congress 
for additional funds. Governor Ray and 
Governor Evans will have to provide ad- 
ditional State funds, and the local govern- 
ments, of course, will have a responsibility 
as well. I recognize that in some areas 
funds cannot be increased through addi- 
tional taxation. There will have to be a 
change in priorities in some degree, but 
I will ultimately be responsible for this 
coordination of effort. 

I'd like now to ask for any questions. 
I'll answer two or three questions if I’ve 
overlooked something in which you—— 

Reporter. Mr. President, what specific 
requests were made to you by some of the 
local officials upstairs in the meeting? 


Tue Preswent. They requested spe- 
cifically that there be a local concentra- 
tion of effort by the National Guard in 
the use of equipment that’s already in 
this area. This is a joint Federal-State re- 
sponsibility, as you know. Governor Evans 
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requested that I declare an emergency for 
eight counties in the panhandle region of 
Idaho, and I’ve done this verbally and 
itll be done in writing as soon as I get 
back to Washington and get his request. 


Obviously, the large cities like Spokane, 
once they get a moderate degree of 
cleanup completed, can help the sur- 
rounding smaller communities that don’t 
have the trucks, the graders, and other 
things that are required. 

We will assess on a county-by-county 
basis the agricultural problems. I have 
authorized the Secretary of Agriculture to 
extend the storage period for wheat. As 
you know, the time was to run out at the 
end of May for the storage of carryover 
wheat. Since the transportation facilities, 
a few places like Portland and down the 
Columbia River, are restrained right now 
because of silting in the Columbia River, 
we’ve extended that time for 1 month 
and, if necessary, will extend it addition- 
ally for certain regions of the impacted 
areas. 

Those are the kinds of requests that we 
have received so far. 

Q. Mr. President, what does the Fed- 
eral declaration mean to the average 
homeowner and to the average farmer? 

THE PResIpENT. Well, it means that in 
particular instances, low-interest loans can 
be made for the repair of damage. In 
some instances, direct grants will be avail- 
able—or funds, but this is an extraordi- 
nary case where the damage is very severe 
and of a nature that can’t possibly be han- 
dled by the family or the business person. 
It obviously means that the National 
Guard can be used and Federal forces can 
be concentrated in this region. 

We have in addition to that, surveil- 
lance going on in the damaged area 
around—north of Mount St. Helens, 
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where we are still searching for roughly 
71 people who are missing. And both re- 
covery of bodies and the search and rescue 
operation is being conducted by Federal 
agencies like the forestry service and the 
Interior Department with the Park 
Service. 

We also are permitted to go ahead on 
an emergency basis, without adequate 
funding assured, to dredge the channel in 
the Columbia River. We hope that in, 
say, 3 days, we'll have a one-way channel 
at least 25 feet deep to get the ships out 
into the ocean who are now stranded in 
the Portland Harbor. 

These are the kinds of activities that 
can go on immediately under an emer- 
gency declaration. 

Q. Mr. President, has there been any 
other indication on more volcanic activity 
of a very substantial nature of Mount St. 
Helens? 

Tue Present. Yes. Most of the vol- 
canologists believe that there will be ad- 
ditional activity involving Mount St. 
Helens with heavy magma bubbling up 
from in the Earth and forming a new 
dome there. They believe, however, that 
the tremendous pressures that build up 
in Mount St. Helens that resulted in the 
explosion will not be repeated, because 
the cone of the mountain has been de- 
stroyed, approximately 1 cubic mile of 
earth and rocks have been blown away 
by the explosion, and the mountain is now 
about 1,200 feet lower than it used to be. 
So, this has vented out those tremendous 
pressures that built up that resulted in 
explosive force. But I think there will be 
further eruptions. Yesterday there was an 
earth tremor that measured about 4 on the 
Richter Scale, which is serious but not 
damaging. 

My hope is that people who would be 
sightseers will stay away from the area. 
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Prior to the eruption, there was kind of 
an organized effort by many people to cir- 
cumvent roadblocks and to go into an 
area that was acknowledged to be danger- 
ous. Many of those will never again be 
found. That’s a large portion of those who 
are still missing, is those who did not obey 
the safety precautions. 

So, I think there is no immediate 
danger. What we thought originally, that 
the ash might be toxic, is not true. It is 
not toxic. It has about the same acidity as 
normal rainfall, for instance. There is no 
poisonous materials in the ash. We were 
afraid there would be very severe adverse 
environmental problems. That is not the 
case. We thought that Spirit Lake might 
be on the verge of a massive break 
through the dam that was formed by the 
ash and might flood Kelso and other cities 
further downstream. We don’t 
that’s a real danger now. It'll probably, 
over a long evolutionary period, cut 
through that damming material and form 
a new channel in effect. 


believe 


So, the immediate fear, I think, has 
been alleviated in these kinds of instances. 
Q. Mr. President, have you been ad- 
vised as to how much the rainfall 


helped? 


has 


Tue Preswent. It’s hard to say. I 
think you here in Spokane would see that 
the situation now with the material com- 
pacted to about a half or a third of its 
former depth and the particles in the air 


being constrained by the rainfall has 
helped. What will occur in the future, I 
don’t know, but obviously rainfall has 
helped. 

We don’t know what the long-range 
effect is. We will be concentrating a 
special science advisory committee, co- 
ordinated between my own science ad- 
viser, Dr. Frank Press, Governor Ray, 
Governor Evans, and others, to see what 
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kind of vegetation might ultimately grow, 
for instance, on the ash that’s deposited 
west of Spirit Lake, to see what can be 
done about predicting more accurately 
the future activities in Mount St. Helens. 

It’s an extraordinary physical occur- 
rence with—and will be extremely valu- 
ble for science to study in the future, but I 
just can’t answer your question any bet- 
ter than that. 

Q. Mr. President, in your conversations 
with citizens around the State of Wash- 
ington have you heard complaints about 
the response by the National Guard and 
by State agencies in this situation? 

Most of the com- 
ments have been congratulatory in na- 
ture. Obviously, if someone’s isolated in a 
farm home or if there’s a very severely im- 
pacted town, like Richfield, they are dis- 
satisfied at the response so far. But I be- 
lieve you’ve seen here, if you’re from Spo- 
kane, that there was enough to keep 
everybody busy right here, and our first 
responsibility was to minimize danger to 


THE PRESIDENT. 


life itself, among human beings, to re- 
move people from the impacted area, 
which Governor Ray did so superbly and 
those who worked with her, and to make 
sure safety is maintained. The second step, 
of course, is to clean up the mess and 
ultimately to restore the beauty and the 
quality of life in this region. The long- 
range handling of economic impact, a 
loss of income on the farms, and the in- 
those kinds of 
things, can be considered in a more orderly 


ter ruption of commerce 


fashion as a less high priority. 

One of the very serious problems, of 
course, is that of the Toutle River Valley. 
The roads are completely gone, and 
there’s 150 square miles of land, very 
beautiful forestland, that’s absolutely de- 
stroyed as far as the timber is concerned. 
But these kinds of things can be handled 
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in an orderly fashion. It’s going to take a 
long time to correct the damage. 

Q. What could be the long-term effect 
on the Northwest and on the Nation it- 
self if the eruptions continue? 

Tue PresIpENT. I don’t believe there’s 
any danger of those eruptions continuing 
in a damaging fashion if people will sim- 
ply stay out of that danger area. Most of 
the eruptions in the future are very likely 
to be so-called magma, which is molten 
rock, and not an explosion, as took place 
in the past. 

But historically when the Mount St. 
Helens or other Cascade Mountain vol- 
canoes have exploded, the eruptions and 
the tremors have continued for 10 or 12 
years or maybe more than a decade. But 
they've not been explosive in nature, and 
I think the likelihood of a future explo- 
sion would be minimal. I’ve got scientists 
who've told me that. I don’t know any of 
that on my own. 


Q. Mr. President, can you tell me how 
much you’re going to ask Congress to 
appropriate? 

THE 


PRESIDENT. I don’t know yet. 


We'll have to go to Congress for a special 


appropriation of emergency funds, and 
fortunately for Washington the chairman 
of the Appropriations Committee has 
come out here with me. Senate Magnu- 
son is extremely stingy with the tax- 
payers’ money, and ordinarily single- 
handedly he cuts the budget about $15 
billion. But he’s assured me and a few 
people in the State of Washington that he 
will not be stingy when it comes to pro- 
viding emergency funds for you. Is that 
right? 

Q. In Idaho, I'd like to ask you how 
helpful Governor Evans and his staff have 
been. 
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Tue Preswenrt. Perfect. By the way, 
Governor Evans asked this morning that 
I declare the eight counties in the pan- 
handle region of Idaho to be an emer- 
gency area, and I’ve already authorized 
that that be done, verbally, and we’ll con- 
clude the paperwork later on. 

I think that’s enough questions. I’m 
really grateful that you would come and 
let me be with you. I’ve learned a lot. 

Senator Magnuson would like to 

SENATOR MacGNuson. May I say some- 
thing? I want to, on behalf of the people 
of the State of Washington, Idaho, and 
the rest of them, thank the President for 
showing a great concern about our prob- 
lem. And we’re going to attack the best 
way we can. It’s an unknown situation. 
We don’t know what the effect’s going to 
be on agriculture or water or things of 
that kind. But the immediate problem re- 
quires some action. 

He’s assured me that he will back up 
the action. He has to come to Congress to 
get the money to do it. It isn’t only 
money; it’s the whole business of getting 
coordination together. And he’s brought 
with him out here the Secretary of the 
Interior, the Secretary of Agriculture, and 
John Macy, who handles the emergency 
matters, and we’re all going to get to- 
gether and we’re going to take care of this 
situation. 

I want to thank you on behalf of the 
people of the State of Washington, Idaho, 
and everything else, for showing your 
deep concern about this matter. 

Tue Preswent. I might point out that 
every 2 weeks in the White House I meet 
with five Members of the House and five 
Members of the Senate, the Democratic 
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leadership. Senator Magnuson comes be- 
cause he’s, as you know, the President pro 
tem and because he’s chairman of the 
Appropriations Committee, and he’s a 
senior Member of the Senate as far as 
time of service is concerned. It’s a very 
reassuring thing to me. 

Another of the five Members of the 
House who comes, along with the Speaker 
and the Majority Leader, is Tom Foley. 
And his tremendously beneficial impact, 
not only on the leadership but also agri- 
culture is helpful to the whole Nation. 
The damage in this eastern part of Wash- 
ington is potentially most severe on farm- 
ers, ranchers, and their people. And to 
have Tom Foley as the chairman of the 
Agriculture Committee, and also in the 
five top people in the House of Represen- 
tatives, is a tremendous benefit to this 
region. 

Tom is the one, for instance, who sug- 
gested to me and to the Secretary of Agri- 
culture that we extend the time for farm 
storage. I never would have thought 
about it on my own, but he’s familiar with 
the problems. And I think your having 
these two men to serve you, along with 
Governor Ray, who has a scientific back- 
ground and who’s been on top of this 
problem from the very beginning, is ex- 
tremely helpful. 

So, to work with this group and with 
Don Bonker and with Governor Evans 
and others is extremely reassuring to me as 
President. I’m also grateful for all the 
local officials who helped me. Mayor Bair 
not only told me about his own city, 
Spokane, but he was almost as deeply 
concerned about the smaller communities 
around here who don’t have the cleanup 
equipment and facilities of his own, that 
he does. 
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So, I think the community effort on the 
broadest possible definition of commu- 
nity has been extremely helpful to every 
citizen, and gratifying to me as President. 

Thank you again. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:45 p.m. at the 
Spokane International Airport fire station. 


Following the question-and-answer session, 
the President returned to Washington, D.C. 


Federal Reserve System 


White House Statement on the Board 
of Governors’ Actions To Ease Credit 
Restraints. May 22, 1980 


The actions taken today by the Federal 
Reserve Board to relax credit restraints 
are appropriate in view of the success in 
moderating credit demands and reversing 
inflationary psychology since the 
March 14 program was announced. 

The Federal Reserve actions will help 
to assure greater availability of funds for 
lending to small businesses, farmers, auto- 
mobile dealers and buyers, and many 
other borrowers. Since the cost incurred 
by banks in obtaining lendable funds will 
be lower, the rates that banks charge their 
customers should also decline. 

The administration is particularly con- 
cerned that the prime rate of interest has 
fallen much less than other interest rates 
in recent weeks. In late March the prime 
rate of interest was about 2 to 2% per- 
centage points above the interest rate on 
short-term commercial paper. Since then, 
the spread has widened to more than 6 to 
6% percentage points. We hope that 
banks will act promptly to pass on to their 
loan customers the benefits of the reduc- 
tion in costs of funds they are now 
experiencing. 
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Asian/Pacific American 
Democratic Caucus 


Remarks at the First Annual Dinner. 
May 22, 1980 


First of all, let me thank my friends 
Danny Inouye, Senator Sparky Matsu- 
naga, Congressman Norm Mineta, Con- 
gressman Matsui, Congressman Akaka, 
and all the wonderful Asian Americans 
who’ve come here tonight to thrill the 
heart of a Democratic President and to 
thrill the heart chairman of the 
Democratic National Committee and all 
Americans who believe in freedom, who 
believe in strength through unity, and 
who see the past history of this Nation 
just a preview of what wonderful life we 
have ahead of us in the years to come. 


of a 


I’m very delighted to be here at this 
first annual meeting of the Asian Ameri- 
cans in the Congress. Danny Inouye gave 
me an invitation I could not refuse. He 
said, “Mr. President, if you'll come and be 
the speaker at our first annual meeting, 
I promise you that the next 4 years we'll 
invite you back.” 

I’m sorry I’m a little late. I just came 
in from a trip out west. And some of you 
could understand, but I’m sure that Con- 
gressman Akaka and Senator Inouye and 
Senator Matsunaga could not understand 
what a long and difficult a trip it is all the 
way to the State of Washington and back. 
[Laughter] 

I went because we had a terrible catas- 
trophe there, perhaps the most devastat- 
ing explosion ever to take place in the 
continental region of the United States in 
the last 4,000 years. A volcano, Mount St. 
Helens, in the State of Washington, liter- 


ally exploded and transformed a major 


part of 1 cubic mile of stone and earth 


and ice, most of it into ash the consistency 
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of face powder, obviously with a large 
quantity of heavy stones and large _par- 
ticles of ice instantaneously. This explo- 
sion was equivalent to a 10-megaton nu- 
clear bomb—10 million tons of TNT. It 
literally destroyed everything within a 
150-mile square region and catapulted 
all of this material down into what was 
formerly a large lake, and dammed this 
lake up with a new dam 400 feet deep and 
12 miles long. 

We don’t know how many people were 
killed. Seventy-one people are still missing 
in the region. I flew over it this morning 
in a helicopter as close as I could get 
safely to observe the damage and to pre- 
pare our Nation to help correct in hu- 
man life the devastation that has already 
taken place in that region. I found the 
people there not to have panicked, but to 
have shown immense courage, great care 
for one another, a sense of community, a 
sense of common commitment, typical, in 
my opinion, of what our Nation is. In a 
time of trial, of test, of catastrophe, trou- 
ble, challenge, our Nation has never failed 
to be united, to be courageous, to care 
for one another, and to demonstrate 
strength. 

Economically we are facing serious 
challenges. We are facing the challenge of 
international terrorism, condoned and 
supported by the Government of Iran, 
against 53 Americans. We are facing the 
challenge of aggression, with the Soviets 
having marshaled 110,000 heavily armed 
troops to stamp out freedom in the nation 
of Afghanistan. We are facing the chal- 
lenge of uniting, not only in our own 
country but among our allies, to face these 
difficulties together. I feel confident about 
the outcome, because our future is based 
on strength, economic strength. 

The gross national product of this coun- 
try is far greater than any other on Earth. 
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This year, we'll produce $2,000 billion 
worth of economic goods and products for 
our people. The nation with the highest 
productivity among its workers on Earth 
is the United States of America. 

We feel a great deal of concern about 
OPEC and their control of the energy 
resources of the world. We sometimes for- 
get that all the OPEC nations put to- 
gether have about 6 percent of the energy 
resources on Earth. This country has more 
than 20 percent of the energy resources. 
And ours is not just confined to oil and 
natural gas. We have that, yes. But we 
also have coal and shale and geothermal 
supplies and a wide diversity of oppor- 
tunities for the future plus rich land that 
can produce energy sources forever. 

We are a land whose strength is de- 
pendent upon our people. And I would 
say the greatest single source of strength 
is the diversity of our people. We are a 
nation of immigrants. We are a nation of 
refugees. My own family came here 
many years ago, more than 300 years ago, 
searching for freedom, searching for a bet- 
ter life, searching for the right to worship 
as we pleased, searching for a chance to 
carve out a future based on the value of 
a human being, an individual, not domi- 
nated by the government, but with a gov- 
ernment dominated by the people. 

And in that diversity we have accumu- 
lated in this country large numbers of citi- 
zens with direct ties to every other nation 
on Earth—a tremendous resource and 
benefit for our country. Those ties of kin- 
ship, ties of love, ties of understanding, 
common heritage, religious faith provide 
us with beneficial influence to guarantee 
a future that will be guaranteeing a bet- 
ter life for us, a life of peace, and a life of 
good relationships with others. 

In the last few months, even, we’ve had 
a tremendous movement forward in ac- 
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cumulation of friendships. The normal- 
ization of relationships with China has 
brought more than a billion people, a 
fourth of all the population on Earth, in- 
to a new opportunity as it relates to this 
country. At the same time we have not 
damaged at all our friendship and our 
trade responsibilities and a common fu- 
ture with the people of Taiwan. As a mat- 
ter of fact, in the first quarter of this year, 
compared to the first quarter of last year, 
trade with Taiwan increased 65 percent. 


Ours is a country that is a superpower. 
Other nations look to us for leadership. 
We do not shirk that leadership. We’re on 
the cutting edge of change. We’ve never 
been afraid of change. And as we’ve been 
tempered by challenge, by difficulty, by 
meeting and solving problems, by meet- 


ing and answering questions, by meeting 
and overcoming obstacles, our Nation has 
carved out for itself a better life. 

This doesn’t mean that we think that 
we re better than others, because we know 
that we are part of others. We respect 
other people around the world. We’re try- 
ing to find a common basis on which we 
can predicate a common future with 
them. We do not want to dominate any 
other people on Earth. We want to live in 
harmony and live in peace with them. 

As Danny Inouye pointed out, this is a 
time of transition. World history is being 
changed in this present day, not only 
a limitation on energy supplies that 
have transformed economic problems and 
created enormous pressure of inflation, 
which we are meeting successfully, but a 
change in lifestyle. There’s a hunger for 
the realization of human rights, a hunger 
and a demand for the right of each hu- 
man being in many nations on Earth now 
to control one’s own destiny, to have the 
elements of the rudiments of democracy, 
the benefits of freedom. 
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That’s a new development that is mak- 
ing turmoil in the political interrelation- 
ships among nations. We are not afraid of 
that. We can meet challenges of this kind 
without resort to military weapons and do 
is successfully, because we know how and 
we've proven in our own country the 
benefits that can be derived from that 
revolutionary spirit based upon freedom, 
democracy, and the honoring of human 
rights. 

In the world today, there are probably 
3 million refugees, 8 or 9 hundred thou- 
sand refugees who've escaped from 
Afghanistan, most into Pakistan, some 
into Iran. Hundreds of thousands of refu- 
gees have escaped from the Ethiopian 
area into Somalia and into other countries 
that border on Ethiopia. There’s a poten- 
tial flood of refugees trying to escape from 
the Castro regime in Cuba, hundreds of 
thousands of refugees escaping from the 
domination by the Vietnamese, the people 
in Kampuchea. 


In almost every instance, the escapees 
are trying to get away from communism, 
sponsored by, condoned by, supported by, 
financed by the Soviet Union. This is not 
said to condemn the Soviet Union, al- 
though they are subject to legitimate con- 
demnation for many things. But the 
worldwide problem of refugees is caused 
by the deprivation of freedom and the at- 
tempt by governments to subjugate their 
own people. That makes our country even 
more attractive. When the wall was built 
around Berlin, East Germany, it was not 
to keep people from coming into East Ger- 


many ; it was built to prevent people from 
escaping from East Germany into a demo- 
cratic western world. 


We’ve tried, as you know, to be a nation 
with open arms still and to receive those 
refugees as best we can in an orderly fash- 
ion in accordance with our own laws. You, 
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perhaps above all other Americans, un- 
derstand the benefits of foreign aid. A 
difficult political issue, one easy to dem- 
agog, and your congressional leaders sit- 
ting on this dais with me know that if we 
are to meet those challenges from com- 
munism, from totalitarian governments 
in a nonmilitary way, we must reach out 
an economic hand with a good invest- 
ment—not a gift, but an investment—to 
let others buy our goods and to know that 
mutual advantages can be derived from 
trade and from understanding and from 
loans that they'll repay and from the pro- 
duction of food and from the production 
of energy—the direct results of economic 
aid coming from our rich country. But one 
of the most difficult things to get through 
the Congress by a President is an adequate 
foreign aid bill. 

Our friendships with the ASEAN na- 
tions—growing week by week, month by 
month, because we see that accurately as 
the fastest growing economic region of 
the world. As we look to Asia, to all the 
countries there, from countries bordering 
on the northern part of the China Sea all 
the way up through Korea, to island 
countries, we are proud of those ties of 
friendship and blood kinship that gives 
us the potential of being one international 
family. 

As President I’m very deeply grateful 
to you. As a Democrat I’m very deeply 
grateful to you, because our party repre- 
sents concern for people. It’s not a mis- 
nomer that for generations we’ve been 
known as the people’s party, the party of 
the people. Our concern is for the poor 
and for the deprived, for the handi- 
capped, for those that don’t speak English 
well, because we know that our original 
strength came from immigrants, those 
searching for a better life, and those who 
believe even more deeply in the first few 





Administration of Jimmy Carter, 1980 


generations in the values of our Nation, 
which never change. 

You’ve honored me by letting me come 
to be with you tonight. And I hope this 
will be an ever-growing annual affair 
when we can reassess our debt to Asian 
people who gave us such a tremendous 
strength, represented by you, as in the 
past we’ve been indebted to Europe and 
to other regions of the world. And this 
new evolution of political awareness on 
the part of Asian Americans will greatly 
benefit our country. 

And I hope these five Members of Con- 
gress will be many more as you have suc- 
ceeding annual banquets, and eventually 
perhaps all these head tables will be filled 
by Members of Congress who are Asian 
Americans. So, don’t be timid. Don’t run 
against the ones who are already incum- 
bents. [Laughter] But pick out wonderful, 
non-Asian Republicans—{laughter|—and 
help us win a great victory in November 
and in years to come. 

Thank you very much. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 9:47 p.m. in 
the International Ballroom at the Washington 
Hilton Hotel. 


Civil Rights of Institutionalized 
Persons Act 


Statement on Signing H.R. 10 Into Law. 
May 23, 1980 


I am very pleased today to sign into 
law the Civil Rights of Institutionalized 
Persons Act. 

This act will give the Attorney General 
the authority to initiate lawsuits against 
any public institution—such as a mental 
hospital, a long-term care facility, or a 


prison—that systematically violates the 
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rights of the people confined there. The 
extensive record established through 
many days of hearings in the Congress 
shows that, to our national shame, there 
are still instances of grave mistreatment 
of the very people who need our special 
concern most, because their confinement 
makes them so vulnerable. 

This legislation will ensure that when 
negotiation, consultation, and other at- 
tempts to bring about voluntary correc- 
tive action by State officials have failed, 
the Attorney General, in the name of the 
United States, will be able to seek relief 
in a Federal court for violation of the 
rights of persons confined in publicly run 
and financed institutions that abuse those 
rights on a widespread basis. 

At a time when this Nation has reaf- 
firmed its commitment to basic human 
rights around the world, it is fitting and 
proper to promote the protection of hu- 
man rights here at home. 

In signing this bill, I want to emphasize 
my position, and that of the Attorney 
General, that the provision in section 
7(b) subjecting the Attorney General’s 
model standards for State prisoner ad- 
ministrative remedies to a legislative veto 
is unconstitutional under Article I, § 7, of 
the Constitution insofar as it deprives the 
President of the opportunity to veto con- 
gressional action that has the effect of 
law. The Attorney General will transmit 
his standards to Congress as required by 
§ 7(b) and will wait 30 legislative days 
before implementing them. Although the 
Attorney General will carefully consider 
any congressional views that are expressed 
regarding the standards, he will not treat 
any 


resolution of “disapproval” as 


binding. 
I want to commend all of those in the 


Congress who worked so diligently for 
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many years to see this legislation enacted. 
It came about through the efforts of many 
persons who hold a wide diversity of views 
on many subjects, but put aside those dif- 
ferences while working together on this 
very important issue. 


NoTE: As enacted, H.R. 10 is Public Law 96- 
247, approved May 23. 


United States Olympic 
Committee 


Announcement of a Meeting on the Commit- 
tee’s Fundraising Drive. May 23, i980 


President Carter met today with ap- 
proximately 20 chairmen and presidents 
of leading American corporations to urge 
their support of the United States Olym- 
pic Committee’s forthcoming drive to 
raise $30 million. The funds are needed to 
meet the shortfall in the Committee’s reg- 
ular fundraising campaign resulting from 
the Committee’s decision, made at the re- 
quest of the President and the Congress, 
not to send a United States team to the 
games in Moscow this summer. 

The President has previously requested 
that Congress appropriate $10 million to 
assist the new fundraising drive on a 
matching basis, at the rate of 1 Federal 
dollar for each 2 dollars contributed from 
private sources. 

The Committee expects to announce its 
new drive early next week. 

NOTE: Participants in the meeting are listed 
in the press release. 





Digest of Other 


White House Announcements 


The following listing includes the Presi- 
dent’s public schedule and other items of 
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general interest announced by the White 
House Press Office and not included else- 
where in this issue. 

May 18 


The President returned to the White 
House from Camp David, Md. 
May 19 
The President met at the White House 
with: 
Zbigniew Brzezinski, Assistant to the 
President for National 
Affairs; 
Secretary of 
Muskie; 
Frank B. Moore, Assistant to the 
President for Congressional Liaison; 
Donald F. McHenry, 
U.S. Representative to the United 
Nations; 
—the 1980-81 White House Fellows; 
Vice President Walter F. Mondale; 
Senator George Mitchell of Maine. 


May 20 


Security 


State Edmund 5S. 


Ambassador 


The President met at the White House 
with: 
Dr. Brzezinski; 
Members of the House of Represent- 
atives; 
Mr. Moore; 
Representative Adam Benjamin, Jr., 
and community leaders from Lake 
County, Ind.; 
Representative John J. Rhodes of 
Arizona; 
James T. McIntyre, Jr., Director of 
the Office of 
Budget. 


May 21 


Management and 


The President met at the White House 
with: 
Dr. Brzezinski; 
Mr. Moore; 
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—representatives of the hotel industry 

to discuss pricing policies; 

—Ambassador Reubin O’D. Askew, 

Special Trade Representative. 

The President announced the appoint- 
ment of two members and four adviser- 
members of the Council on Wage and 
Price Stability. They are: 

Members 
AmBASSADOR ReEusBIN O’D. AskKEw, 
SpeciAL TRADE REPRESENTATIVE; 


SECRETARY OF COMMERCE Puiip M. KiutTz- 
NICK. 


USS. 


Adviser-members 


SECRETARY OF AGRICULTURE Bos BERGLAND; 
SECRETARY OF ENERGY CHARLES W. DuNcAN, 

Jr.; 

SECRETARY OF HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES 

Patricia Roserts Harris; 

SECRETARY OF HovusING AND URBAN DEVEL- 

OPMENT Moon LANDRIEU. 

The President declared an emergency 
for the State of New York as a result of 
the adverse impact of chemical wastes in 
the Love Canal chemical waste landfill in 
the city of Niagara Falls, beginning on or 
about May 5. 


The President declared a major disaster 
for the State of Louisiana as a result of 
severe storms and flooding, beginning on 
or about May 15, which caused extensive 
property damage. 


The President declared a major disaster 
for the State of Washington as a result of 
the volcanic eruption of Mount St. 
Helens, beginning on May 18, which 
caused extensive property damage. 

The President left the White House for 
a trip to the Pacific Northwest States to 
conduct an inspection tour of areas dam- 
aged by the Mount St. Helens eruption. 
Following his arrival in Portland, Oreg., 
the President went to the Gifford Pinchot 
National Forest Headquarters in Van- 
couver, Wash., for a meeting with Fed- 


eral, State, and local leaders to discuss the 
disaster and relief efforts for the region. 
May 23 

The President met at the White House 
with: 

Secretary of Defense Harold Brown, 
Secretary Muskie, Hamilton Jordan, 
Assistant to the President, Hedley W. 
Donovan, Senior Adviser to the Presi- 
dent, Lloyd N. Cutler, Counsel to the 
President, and Dr. Brzezinski; 
Mustafa Khalil, former Prime Minis- 
ter of Egypt; 

—Mr. Moore; 

—Vice President Muhammad Husni 
Mubarak of Egypt, Secretary Muskie, 
and Dr. Brzezinski; 

Stansfield Turner, Director of Cen- 
tral Intelligence, Mr. Jordan, and 
Dr. Brzezinski. 

The President left the White House for 
a weekend stay at Camp David, Md. 

The President confirmed that he de- 
clared a major disaster for the State of 
Idaho yesterday, May 22, as a result of 
the volcanic eruption of Mount St. 
Helens, beginning on May 18, which 
caused extensive property damage. 





NOMINATIONS SUBMITTED 
TO THE SENATE 


The following list does not include pro- 
motions of members of the Uniformed Serv- 
ices, nominations to the Service Academies, or 
nominations of Foreign Service officers. 


Submitted May 19, 1980 


MarTuHA Keys, of Kansas, to be an Assistant 
Secretary of Education (Legislation) 
position ). 


(new 


Submitted May 20, 1980 


The following-named persons to be members 
of the United States Metric Board for terms 
expiring March 23, 1986: 

Marcus B. Crotts, of North Carolina, 
vice Henry Kroeze, term expired. 
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NOMINATIONS—Continued 


Submitted May 20—Continued 
Francis R. Ducan, of Ohio 
ment). 

Trmotnuy L. Jenxrns, of the District of Co- 
lumbia, United 
States Postal Service for the remainder of the 
term expiring December 8, 1982, vice Robert 
Earl Holding, resigned. 

Pauta D. Hucues, of New York, to be a Gov- 
ernor of the United States Postal Service for 
the term expiring December 8, 1987, vice 
Charles H. Codding, term expired. 

Davip E. Bascock, of Arizona, to be a Gov- 
ernor of the United States Postal Service for 
the term expiring December 8, 1988, vice 
Hayes Robertson, term expired. 


Submitted May 21, 1980 
BLANDINA CARDENAS RAmiIREz, of Texas, to be 
a member of the Commission on Civil Rights, 


vice Robert S. Rankin, deceased. 
Submitted May 22, 1980 


Rosert Boocuever, of Alaska, to be United 
States Circuit Judge for the Ninth Circuit, 
vice Shirley M. Hufstedler, resigned. 

Horace W. Gitmore, of Michigan, to be 
United States District Judge for the Eastern 
District of Michigan, vice Cornelia G. Ken- 
nedy, elevated. 


reappoint- 


to be a Governor of the 
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THE PRESIDENT 
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H.R. 5673 rake . Public Law 96-245 
An act certified 
mail for the transmission or service of matter 
which, if mailed, is required by certain Fed- 
eral transmitted or 


to authorize the use of 


laws to be served by 


registered mail, and for other purposes. 

Approved May 23, 1980 
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out State cooperative programs through fis- 
cal year 1982. 
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